
Learning environments where 
modern languages flourish

The project aims to improve social skills and 
democratic competences through the 
learning of modern languages. To this end, 
it will identify the key parameters, which, 
together, foster a learning environment where 
languages can flourish. 

Participating schools will become members 
of a European network entitled “EOL” 
and will each be asked to create learning 
environments where languages can flourish. 
They will be supported through an exchange 
of practices and resources as well as through 
research tools and findings. 

The project will contribute to the ECML 
programme by bringing together all the key 
players in the field of education to consider 
the following themes: 

www.ecml.at/learningenvironments

•	 A whole-school lan-
guage policy directly 
aligned to the needs of 
learners and the social 
environment 

•	 The contribution of 
language learning to wider educational 
goals 

•	 The effectiveness of a holistic curricular 
approach in which the learning of a 
new language builds on prior knowledge 
and which encourages the learning of 
additional languages 

•	 Cooperation between language and 
subject teachers about language matters 

•	 The use of research findings in everyday 
school practices
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Sprachen als Herzstück des Lernens



Target groups 
The project is primarily targeted at 
secondary schools, but would be 
enriched through the participation of 
primary schools, vocational schools and 
adult education centres.  Apart from 
the development of specific linguistic 
competences, the project will promote 
plurilingualism, intercultural education and 
holistic curricular approaches. 

The key target groups are teachers and 
head teachers, but the project will also 
reach out to other stakeholders, especially 
parents.

Envisaged outcomes 

•	 Facilitate collaboration among schools 
within the European network

•	 Strengthen and make visible the key 
role of languages in school within 
holistic language policies in schools 

•	 Raise quality standards in language 
teaching 

•	 Promote and implement international 
resources 

•	 Facilitate cooperation, transfer and 
dissemination

Envisaged outputs 

•	 An online platform with piloting tools, 
teaching materials, resources for 
continuous  professional development 
and concrete examples of whole-
school language projects 

•	 Quality indicators 

•	 A dynamic model of a language 
friendly learning environment as part of 
a whole- school system, adaptable to 
different contexts
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This is a project of the European Centre for 
Modern Languages within its „Languages 
at the heart of learning“ programme 2016-
2019. 

The ECML is a Council of Europe institution 
promoting excellence in language 
education in its member states.
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