SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Masters of Arts in Social Studies
- Advanced Professional Practice
(Level 9)

PROGRAMME DETAILS
This programme is tailored to meet the needs of graduates from
a wide variety of backgrounds who wish to continue their
professional development. Addressing today’s most pressing
social challenges demands an ability to understand how
research, policy and practice are critically important in shaping
efficient and effective work based activities. The aim of the
Masters is to develop a critical practice path that is relevant and
significant for graduates already working across care, education,
health, welfare and related areas and new graduates who want
to further develop their skills prior to embarking on a career in
their chosen field.

HOW WILL I LEARN?
Students will learn through a combination of:
• Interaction and exchange of experiences and perspectives
with a diverse peer group. A learning community, in which
participants enlighten, challenge and motivate each other.
• Students will work with staff whose role is to stimulate
learning, facilitate, challenge and question as well as provide
specialist knowledge.
• Inputs from practitioners with national and international
experience.
• Learning activities and assessments that require participants
to reflect on their own practice and experiment with new
approaches.
• Learning activities and assessments that enable the participant
to analyse and evaluate their own organisations and to
compare and contrast with best practice elsewhere.
• Live organisational projects to provide a realism that
prepares participants for acting in a context characterised
by complexity, continuous change and uncertainty.
• Group working that promotes learning about diversity and
the interactive attributes of communication, interpersonal
and teamworking skills.
• A range of teaching and learning methods, catering for
different learning styles.
• Use of e-learning tools to facilitate blended learning.
This programme will be delivered over two years on Tuesdays
from 2.00-9.00pm. Commencing September 2017, classes will
be delivered at the Institute of Technology, Tralee North Campus

COST
The total programme cost including the Student Contribution
Charge is €6,735* payable in two instalments in July 2017 and
2018 respectively. Please visit www.revenue.ie for details of tax
relief opportunities.
*Based on charge in Academic Year 2015/2016 and subject to an
increase.
NOTE: Overseas candidates who have not studied their degree through
English are required to achieve a TOEFL score of at least 550 or IELT
score of at least 6.0.

SCHOLARSHIP
For this intake only, IT Tralee are pleased to announce that it will
fund 50% of the fees for this programme for one student who
demonstrates exceptional academic ability. For further details and to
download an application form go to www.ittralee.ie/postgraduate

MODULES
Social Policy (part of this module will be delivered online)
Affecting Social Justice
Advancing Personal Effectiveness in Interprofessional
Leadership
International Comparative Social Policy
Evidence Based Professional Practice

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Research Methodology and Project Design

Applicants are required to have a minimum of a 2.2 Honours
Bachelor Degree (Level 8). Ideally the primary degree should be
in Healthcare, Social Studies, Education, Early Childhood, Youth
and Community Practice or a similarly practice-based discipline
or equivalent professional qualifications.

Transforming Practice Through Reflection

INFORMATION EVENING

Research Project
Modules correct at time of print but may be subject to change.

An information evening will be held on Tuesday 25th April, 2017
from 6.00-7.00pm at the Sólás Building, IT, Tralee, North Campus.

Since graduating with a BA in Applied Social Studies in
Social Care and working in the disability sector for over
9 years, I was always searching to continue my
professional development in Social Care so when the
MA in Social Studies was introduced at IT Tralee I was
very eager to apply and delighted to be have been
accepted onto the course. The course being part time
for two years was an attraction for me as I wanted a
way to continue my professional development without
giving up my job or taking a career break. One day a
week was very manageable, however was not without
its challenges! Having the course divided into
semesters helped to break it down and visualize what
was required to achieve. The course content was varied
and gave opportunities to study online, which was
useful. Having a small class of ten was beneficial and
helped with feeling at ease to ask questions. For me,
the thesis was the part that was most challenging,
however from the January in year two we had the
time committed solely to same and that did help as it
was an extensive piece of work that required a lot of
time and dedication. Having regular supervision was
crucial and helped me stay focused and within my time
frame. Overall, I enjoyed the course and feel it was a
goal I was very proud to have achieved. I now use the
knowledge I gained in my everyday role as a social care
worker, working as part of a team and showing
leadership and management skills. Evidence based
practice is another subject that I found helpful when
working in my role at present, not taking things at
face value but instead questioning and evaluating
them in order to become more knowledgeable and
hence efficient. I feel the course was helped with my
confidence in practising and expanding my knowledge
base which gave me new ideas and goals for the
future. Overall I feel that whatever career path I
choose in the future, the course has been a great
foundation to grow from. I will continue to use the
knowledge and skills I learned throughout my two
years in IT Tralee.

In an increasingly competitive employment market, I
decided to undertake the MA in Social Studies Advanced Professional Practice in 2012 to broaden
my career prospects. The course provided me with an
opportunity to harness and maintain excellent
professional working skills through the various
models offered, in particular Transforming
Professional Practice Through Reflection. The support
and encouragement from the lecturers was second to
none. I firmly believe by completing this MA, it gave
me an edge in securing a Senior Management
position in early 2015.

Helena Cronin
MA in Social Studies
- Advanced Professional Practice

Having 15 years experience in the area of youth
mental health and education, I chose the MA in Social
Studies - Advanced Professional Practice as I felt the
structure this course provides would suit me well. The
range of topics covered in the different modules has
really complemented my own practice and
developing my understanding of the theory
underpinning my work has proved invaluable. I have
also been able to focus the work I do in each course
on my own area, which means that the content I am
working on is consistently relevant to my own
practice. For me, I have found it to be the perfect
platform to take my professional practice to the next
level.

Seamus Whitty
MA in Social Studies
- Advanced Professional Practice

Maria Ceragioli
MA in Social Studies
- Advanced Professional Practice

Application Closing Date
Applications should be received by the Admissions Office
at the Institute of Technology, Tralee on or before
19th May, 2017.

For more information contact
Programme Leaders
Dr. Colm O’Doherty, Lecturer
tel. 066 7191833
colm.odoherty@staff.ittralee.ie
Dr. Tom Farrelly, Lecturer
Tel.066 7191955
tom.farrelly@staff.ittralee.ie

